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STR-04 TRSE-00 LAB-04 SIL-01 SAM-01 OMB-01 PA-02 
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R 191723Z DEC 74 
FM USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8023 
INFO ALL EC CAPITALS 180 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 

UNCLAS EC BRUSSELS 10050 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EGEN, ETRD, EEC, AS 

SUBJECT: WHITLAM SPEECH AND PRESS CONFERENCE IN BRUSSELS 

1. AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER GOUGH WHITLAM'S ONLY PUBLIC 
APPEARANCE DURING HIS STAY IN BRUSSELS, DEC. 15-19, TOOK 
THE FORM OF A PREPARED SPEECH FOLLOWED BY A PRESS 
CONFERENCE ON DEC. 18. 

2. THE MOST NESWORTHY STATEMENTS MADE BY WHITLAM WERE 
IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS. HE SAID THAT IT IS TIME THAT 
BRITAIN STOP ITS SHILLY-SHALLYING ABOUT MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
EC. HE SAID IT WOULD NOT SERVE THE INTERESTS OF 
AUSTRALIA. THE UK. OR THE WORLD IF THE UK WERE TO LEAVE 
THE COMMUNITY. HE POINTED OUT THAT HIS VISITING 
BRUSSELS BEFORE LONDON REFLECTED AUSTRALIAN PRIORITIES. 

3. THE BULK OF WHITLAM’S PREPARED STATEMENT IS 
DEVOTED TO DEVELOPING TWO THEMES: THE THE EURO- 
PEAN COMMUNITY IS HIGHLY IMPORTANT TO AUSTRALIA; 
SECONDLY, THAT AUSTRALIA SEES ITSELF AS AN 
IMPORTANT MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
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4. BOTH IN HIS SPEECH AND IN HIS RESPONSES TO 
QUESTIONS, HE STRESSED TWO SUBJECTS: THE EC BAN 

ON BEEF IMPORTS AND THE EC'S DESIRE TO PURCHASE URANIUM FROM 
AUSTRALIA. ON BEEF HE STATED THAT HE NOW HAD 
AN IDEA OF WHEN AND TO WHAT EXTENT THE 
COMMUNITY WOULD LIBERALIZE ITS BEEF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS. 

AS FOR URANIUM, HE NOTED THAT AUSTRALIA WANTED DEPENDABLE 
MARKETS TO WHICH IT COULD EXPORT URANIUM IN THE HIGHEST PROCESSED 
FORM. WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE WAS MAKING A LINK BETWEEN BEEF 
AND URANIUM, HE RESPONDED THAT HE WAS NOT, BUT SAID 
THAT IN MAKING INVESTMENTS IN URANIUM PRODUCTION 
AUSTRALIA WOULD HAVE TO CONSIDER THE DEPENDABILITY 
OF ITS TRADING PARTNERS. 

5. WHITLAM SAID WITH REGARD TO SUGAR THAT AUSTRALIA 
WAS INTERESTED IN SELLING ON THE BASIS OF LONG- 
TERM CONTRACTS - OF FIVE YEARS OR MORE. (HE SAID 

THAT AUSTRALIA WAS SELLING TO CHINA ON THE BASIS OF A THREE- 
YEAR CONTRACT AND TO SOME OTHER COUNTRIES ON THE BASIS OF 
FIVE YEAR CONTRACTS.) 

6. THE TEXT OF WHITLAM'S STATEMENT IS BEING POUCHED. 

GREENWALD 
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